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to be on the alert for anything that may gain a little time when the rainy season approaches When the death of a "sebo" or the sacrifice to an ancestor failed to produce ram, twins were then pounced on, and put to death This, of course, dots not exist at the present day in the neighbourhood of mission stations, but even recently a local chief admitted that his wife, who had borne him twins, was doomed to banishment from the settlement for a time , and, later on, when a chicken had been sacrificed, then only would she be purified and admitted to her village
SICKNESS
Amongst these people sickness is never attributed to defects in their constitutions, or wear and tear of time It is always due to the machinations of an enemy, or the influence of an ancestral spirit who considers himself neglected We have already seen how a spirit may be appeased In the case of an enemy, the " fumu" or medicine man gives a charm to be worn round the neck He also prescribes various other things, such as, " You must go and build a hut on the shore of Lake Victoria, and live there , " or, " You must build a hut at the cross roads at such a place," or, "You must wear a leopard-skin" And so on He never gives a. draught If all fails, then there is a "smelling- out" of the witch A goat is sacrificed and a feast prepared During the feast the "fumu" is inspired and names the witch Nothing can save the poor wretch if he is caught, and he is beaten to death with sticks So firm is their belief in this, that it has an effect in certain cases of mental or nervous origin, and one cure outweighs thousands of instances in which no result whatever is obtained